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of the Senate, received a message from
the House of Representatives announc-
ing that the Speaker has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill:

H.R. 4444. An act to authorize extension of
nondiscriminatory treatment (normal trade
relations treatment) to the People’s Repub-
lic of China, and to establish a framework
for relations between the United States and
the People’s Republic of China.

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

At 2:13 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 5362. An act to increase the amount of
fees charged to employers who are peti-
tioners for the employment of H–1B non-im-
migrant workers, and for other purposes.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JEFFORDS, from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 2725: A bill to provide for a system of
sanctuaries for chimpanzees that have been
designated as being no longer needed in re-
search conducted or supported by the Public
Health Service, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 106–494).

By Mr. SMITH, of New Hampshire, from
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works, with an amendment in the nature of
a substitute:

H.R. 3671: A bill to amend the Acts popu-
larly known as the Pittman-Robertson Wild-
life Restoration Act and the Dingell-Johnson
Sport Fish Restoration Act to enhance the
funds available for grants to States for fish
and wildlife conservation projects and in-
crease opportunities for recreational hunt-
ing, bow hunting, trapping, archery, and
fishing, by eliminating opportunities for
waste, fraud, abuse, maladministration, and
unauthorized expenditures for administra-
tion and execution of those Acts, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 106–495).

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HAGEL:
S. 3181. A bill to establish the White House

Commission on the National Moment of Re-
membrance, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. INHOFE:
S. 3182. A bill to amend laws relating to

the lands of the citizens of the Muscogee
(Creek), Seminole, Cherokee, Chickasaw and
Choctaw Nations, historically referred to as
the Five Civilized Tribes, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LOTT (for himself, Mr.
DASCHLE, Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr.
GRAMS, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. FEIN-
GOLD):

S. Res. 369. A resolution relative to the
death of Representative Bruce F. Vento, of
Minnesota; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. HELMS:
S. Res. 370. A resolution to increase the au-

thorization for expenditures relating to Sen-
ate activities in connection with participa-
tion in interparliamentary institutions and
the facilitation of foreign interchanges in
the United States, and for other purposes;
considered and agreed to.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. INHOFE:
S. 3182. A bill to amend laws relating

to the lands of the citizens of the
Muscogee (Creek), Seminole, Cherokee,
Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations, his-
torically referred to as the Five Civ-
ilized Tribes, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

FIVE NATIONS CITIZENS LAND REFORM ACT OF
2000

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today I
introduce a bill by request of the mem-
bers of the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chicka-
saw, Creek, and Seminole Nations, his-
torically referred to as the ‘‘Five Civ-
ilized Tribes,’’ who still own individual
Indian restricted land or ‘‘restricted
property.’’

The proposed bill would repeal as-
pects of the Stigler Act of 1947—the
1947 Act—and the Act of June 14, 1918—
the 1918 Act—which subject the trans-
actions of restricted property to the ju-
risdiction of Oklahoma’s district
courts and leave such lands open to ad-
verse possession.

By way of background, the issue of
individual restricted Indian lands has
had a long legislative history. Between
1906 and 1970, Congress enacted numer-
ous laws dealing specifically with the
individually allotted lands of the ‘‘Five
Civilized Tribes.’’ Collectively, these
laws have created a complex system of
Indian land tenure in eastern Okla-
homa. These laws are unique to eastern
Oklahoma and are not applicable ei-
ther in western Oklahoma or elsewhere
in the United States.

Due to these laws, thousands of acres
of Indian lands in eastern Oklahoma
have gone unprobated for years, caus-
ing ownership of these lands to be in-
creasingly fractionated and more dif-
ficult to manage for the benefit of the
devisees or undetermined heirs. Indian
allotments elsewhere in the United
States, on the other hand, are gen-
erally held in trust under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of Interior. The
goal of this legislation is to provide the
remaining restricted Indian allotments
in eastern Oklahoma, to the greatest
extent feasible, with the same kind of
protections as are afforded trust allot-
ments in western Oklahoma and all
other reservations in the United
States. The bill would also include
these lands in the national efforts to
alleviate the growing problem of
fractionated ownership.

Notwithstanding these goals, great
lengths have been taken to draft the
bill so that it would be ‘‘tax neutral’’
as to the county tax rolls. The bill is
written to help preserve what is left of
the individual Indian restricted land
base, reducing the rate at which the
current inventory of restricted prop-
erty in eastern Oklahoma passes out of
restricted status. The bill would not
allow Indian members of the Five Civ-
ilized Tribes to simply acquire fee land
and have it placed in restricted status.

With time very limited in the re-
maining days of the 106th Congress, I
do not intend to rush this bill through
Congress, denying adequate hearings
and oversight, but simply to dem-
onstrate to all interested parties that
this legislation is a serious effort to re-
form the 1947 act. This bill has been
through many drafts in recent months
and much progress has been made to
achieve a workable bill. I am hopeful
that Congress can enact this reform
next year.
f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 1020

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1020, a bill to amend chapter 1 of
title 9, United States Code, to provide
for greater fairness in the arbitration
process relating to motor vehicle fran-
chise contracts.

S. 1322

At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1322, a bill to prohibit health
insurance and employment discrimina-
tion against individuals and their fam-
ily members on the basis of predictive
genetic information or genetic serv-
ices.

S. 1536

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. TORRICELLI) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CONRAD) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1536, a bill to amend
the Older Americans Act of 1965 to ex-
tend authorizations of appropriations
for programs under the Act, to mod-
ernize programs and services for older
individuals, and for other purposes.

S. 2608

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2608, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the
treatment of certain expenses of rural
letter carriers.

S. 2725

At the request of Mr. SMITH of New
Hampshire, the name of the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 2725, a bill to pro-
vide for a system of sanctuaries for
chimpanzees that have been designated
as being no longer needed in research
conducted or supported by the Public
Health Service, and for other purposes.
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